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Introduction & Background 
 
According to the National Cancer Institute, in 2009, an estimated 192,370 women will be diagnosed 
with, and 40,170 women will die of, breast cancer. Breast cancer is the second most common cancer 
in women, with skin cancer being the most common.  Breast cancer is also the second leading cause 
of cancer death among women in the United States, exceeded only by lung cancer. The American 
Cancer Society estimates that one in eight women will be diagnosed with invasive breast cancer 
during her lifetime and one in 35 women will die from the disease. Currently, there are over 2.5 
million breast cancer survivors in the United States; however, some disparities do exist for the 
disease.  Caucasian women are more likely to be diagnosed with breast cancer than African-
Americans, but African-American women are more likely to die from the disease. African-American 
women have a 71 percent survival rate after five years compared to an 86 percent survival rate for 
Caucasian women. All survivors of breast cancer face a range of issues after the initial diagnosis 
ranging from the devastating emotional effects, to the financial hardships due to lack of insurance 
coverage; and the psychological impacts on patients, their friends, and family.  
 
Women In Government (WIG), a national, bipartisan organization of women state legislators, 
recognizes the continuing health concern posed by breast cancer and the unique role that legislators 
can play as advocates for improved access to prevention and treatment. WIG hosted our Breast 
Cancer Policy Workshop – The State Legislator Role that brought together state legislators and other key 
stakeholders to collaborate together on actions that must be taken in order to address breast cancer 
as a woman’s public health issue. 
 
Workshop participants included women state legislators, state agency representatives, and public 
health advocates - many of whom are also breast cancer survivors - to develop strategies to 
overcome the numerous barriers that stand in the way of effective breast cancer screening and 
treatment. The Breast Cancer Policy Workshop was held in Washington, DC on November 4-5, 2009 
and included 19 policymakers and representatives from 17 states. The Breast Cancer Policy Workshop 
was sponsored by AstraZeneca. 
 
The Breast Cancer Policy Workshop engaged participants in discussions and strategic planning on the 
current landscape of breast cancer, in addition to advances and innovations in breast cancer 
screenings and treatments and what necessary steps must be taken to battle this disease.  
 
Presentations framed important discussions on: 

 Treatment and diagnosis of breast cancer: advances and innovations; 
 Addressing disparate populations; breast cancer in minorities; 
 State legislation: screening and diagnosis, access to screening, clinical trials, and ensuring 

quality of care; patient navigation programs; and 
 An overview of breast cancer prevalence in 2009. 

 
At the conclusion of the Breast Cancer Policy Workshop, legislative participants were engaged in 
individual breakout sessions to discuss possible legislative projects and non-legislative initiatives that 
would be pursued in 2010 on breast cancer. Participants left the Workshop with a renewed sense of 
determination to improve the screening, prevention, and treatment of breast cancer as a result of the 
networking and educational opportunities on other state’s legislative initiatives to combat this 
disease.  
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Summary of Sessions 
 
Wednesday, November 4, 2009 
 
An Overview – Breast Cancer in 2009   
Worta McCaskill-Stevens, MD, MS 
Program Director, Minority-Based Community Clinical Oncology Program  
National Cancer Institute  
National Institutes of Health 
 
The National Cancer Institute (NCI) estimates that in 2009 there will be over 194,000 new cases of breast 
cancer diagnosed. This segment gave an overview of breast cancer including epidemiology, prevention, and 
participation in NCI breast cancer clinical trials. One clinical trial studied a woman’s risk of breast cancer. 
Out of 1,770 women without a history of breast cancer, 72 percent accurately perceived an average risk of 
developing breast cancer. This study also focused on the different types of risk factors that could lead to a 
higher risk of developing breast cancer. Those included: sex, age, obesity, age of first menarche, and age of 
menopause, among others. Virtually every successful intervention for cancer treatment or prevention has 
been demonstrated through a clinical trial. 
 
Additional Questions and Comments from Legislators:  

 Are you seeing a difference between traditional and digital mammograms?  How are insurance 
companies reacting?  Do women gain much weight with the use of Tamoxifen? Have the side 
effects of Tamoxifen changed? 

 Is there an advantage to taking Tamoxifen after the five years? 
 
Treatment and Diagnosis of Breast Cancer:  Advances and Innovation 
Jo Anne Zujewski, MD 
Head, Breast Cancer Therapeutics 
National Cancer Institute 
 
Genetic history and other risk factors can often affect the prognosis for breast cancer patients.  Many 
advanced screening tools and innovation in treatments can improve the quality of life and prognosis for 
patients diagnosed with breast cancer. Some of these innovations include: molecular profiling, targeted 
therapy, clinical trial design, and targeted microenvironment. Molecular profiling early in the diagnosis of 
breast cancer can identify patients who may benefit from “more” or “less” therapy. In one research study, 
patients with tumors with high recurrence scores had strong benefits from chemotherapy, and patients with 
tumors with low recurrence scores had minimal, if any, benefits from chemotherapy.   
 
Additional Questions and Comments from Legislators:  

 What would it take for us to have a centralized tissue collection bank? 
 Forty-seven percent of women rely on Medicaid or are uninsured in Illinois; what types of treatment 

are available with and without insurance? 
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Addressing Disparate Populations: Breast Cancer in Minorities  
Anne Marie Murphy, PhD 
Director  
Chicago Breast Cancer Quality Consortium  
 
Breast cancer mortality, as compared to incidence, disproportionately affects minority groups. The disparity 
in breast cancer mortality in Chicago is one of the highest in the United States. Over 100 African-American 
women die each year in Chicago because of this inequity in mortality. Breast cancer health disparities exist 
nationwide; however, there appears to be significant differences in the extent of the disparity in different 
locations. In Chicago, African-American women are less likely to get mammograms in facilities with digital 
equipment, facilities that had breast imaging specialists, and they were less likely to access care in an 
academic facility. The Chicago Breast Cancer Quality Consortium was created to build a collaboration 
between providers to share quality data on access to high quality breast cancer screening and treatments.  
 
Former State Senator Diana Bajoie 
Director of Community Relations, Louisiana State University Health Sciences 
Center New Orleans 

 
Breast cancer is one of the most common forms of cancer in American women. It can occur at any age, but 
it is more likely to occur after age 40. There are several factors that can contribute to a woman’s risk of 
developing breast cancer, and include: personal history of breast cancer, two or more relatives with breast or 
ovarian cancer, inherited changes in breast cancer related genes, and previous radiation in the chest area. 
Some signs to watch for if a patient is concerned they may have breast cancer are a lump or thickening 
anywhere in the breast, skin dimpling or puckering of the breast, an inverted nipple, discharge from the 
nipples, and any change in shape or texture of the breast.  
 
Race is not considered a factor that might increase a woman’s chance of getting breast cancer; however, the 
rates of developing and dying from the disease differ among ethnic groups. The cause of this disparity may 
be the differences in biology of breast cancer or the differences in breast cancer screening rates and 
treatment. Among women under 40, African-American women have a higher incidence of breast cancer 
than Caucasian women. Asian women who migrate to the United States are six times more likely to develop 
breast cancer.  
 
Additional Questions and Comments from Legislators:  

 How do you move facilities into communities with highest breast cancer mortality rates? 
 There is a difference between covering screening and treatments. 
 There is a disconnect between screening and diagnostic services; expensive to cover biopsies, etc. 

when women are uninsured. 
 When we are talking about funding we should use health disparities legislation as a model; how 

much does this legislation cost? 
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Thursday, November 5, 2009 
 
State Legislation: Screening and Diagnosis   
Representative Mary Sue McClurkin 
Chair, Women In Government Board of Directors 
Alabama State Legislature 
 
Representative Mary Sue McClurkin discussed Alabama House Bill 147 which was enacted this year and 
allows for Medicaid eligibility coverage for a woman who has been screened for breast and/or cervical 
cancer to be determined by any healthcare provider and/or entity that receives direct payment for screening 
services by the National Breast and Cervical Cancer Early Detection Program (NBCCEDP) or is partially 
funded by an NBCCEDP grant to provide Medicaid coverage. This determination of medical eligibility for 
coverage by Medicaid is to be administered by the NBCCEDP of the Alabama Department of Public 
Health. This legislation was enacted on April 30, 2009. 
   
Additional Questions and Comments from Legislators:  

 Vermont provides reduced co-pays for mammograms. 
 Do women have to go to doctors that are approved under the program? 
 What kind of advocates on the Senate side helped you pass this bill? 

 
Access to Screening: State Legislation through Coalition Building  
Representative Peggy Welch  
Indiana State Legislature 
 
Patricia Ells 
Former Advocate 
American Cancer Society   

   
Representative Peggy Welch and Patricia Ells discussed how they worked together during the 2009 
legislative session to successfully eliminate insurance barriers for clinical trials, bring parity for oral 
chemotherapy with intravenous chemotherapy, and increase eligibility for the Breast and Cervical Cancer 
Screening Program. Indiana House Enrolled Act 1382 requires a state employee plan to provide coverage 
for routine care costs that are incurred during the course of a clinical trial if the state employee plan would 
provide coverage for the same routine care costs not incurred during a clinical trial. Senate Enrolled Act 554 
requires the state Department of Health to change the department’s Breast and Cervical Cancer Screening 
Program plan in a manner that will designate Indiana as an option three state, allowing a woman who is 
screened by other providers and entities to be identified by the state department as part of the state’s 
insurance program. Senate Enrolled Act 437 requires coverage for orally administered cancer chemotherapy 
and cancer therapy that is administered intravenously or by injection.  
 
Additional Questions and Comments from Legislators:  

 Patients in states whose doctor has prescribed “off-label” drugs - will insurance cover this and how 
should legislators go about dealing with it? 
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State Legislation: Clinical Trials   
Senator Bettye Davis 
Member, Women In Government Board of Directors  
Chair, Senate Health & Social Services Committee 
Alaska State Legislature 
 
Senator Bettye Davis discussed Alaska Senate Bill 10, which was introduced this year to ensure continued 
insurance coverage for cancer patients who choose to participate in clinical trials. This legislation, if enacted, 
would require healthcare insurers to provide insurance coverage for medical care received by a patient 
during certain approved clinical trials designed to test and improve prevention, diagnosis, treatment, or 
palliation of cancer. It would also direct the Department of Health and Social Services to provide Medicaid 
services to people who participate in clinical trails and to require insurance to cover certain experimental 
procedures under a state insurance plan offered by the Comprehensive Health Insurance Association.  
 
Additional Questions and Comments from Legislators:  

 According to National Journal of Clinical Oncology, there are 200 ongoing clinical trials.  
 How can we connect patients who have been diagnosed with cancer to a central database of ongoing 

clinical trials?  
 Where could patients go to learn about how to participate in clinical trials? Patients can visit: 

http://clinicaltrials.gov/.  
 
Ensuring Quality of Care: Patient Navigation Programs 
Senator Judy Eason McIntyre  
Oklahoma State Legislature 
 
Cancer patients face confusion and difficulty in their battle against the disease. Senator Judy Eason McIntyre 
used her personal experience with breast cancer to help shape Senate Bill 434, which, if enacted, would 
direct the State Department of Health to provide a cancer patient navigation program which would provide 
education about and assistance with the management of cancer. The bill also sets minimum program 
guidelines, including initially serving breast and cervical cancer patients and eventually expanding to all other 
cancer types as the program develops, assist patients with access to healthcare, financial and legal assistance, 
transportation, psychological support, and other related issues as necessary, and to be a part of an existing 
cancer service agency, that is not affiliated with a particular healthcare institution.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 7

http://clinicaltrials.gov/


Summary of Breast Cancer Policy Workshop Breakout Sessions 
 
Legislation: Goals of Legislation 

 Routine coverage of clinical trials care 
 Navigation for cancer patients 
 Medical home for adults 
 Patient Navigation (Wellness Visit Prevention) 
 Creating a hotline for patients to call (ex. 1-800-HOTLINE) 
 ERISA- Federal legislation’s impact on state screening coverage – Diagnosis not paid (ie. Biopsy, 

sonogram, etc.) (If mammogram shows positive- who pays for next follow-up screening?) 
 Oral chemo covered same as IV chemo 
 Off label drug use mandates 
 Clinical trials 
 Not losing insurance – do not lose standard of coverage for pre-existing conditions or after 

diagnosis 
 High deductible insurance plans can not exclude mammograms 

 
Legislation: Possible Co-Sponsors 

 Male legislators (spouses, mothers, grandmothers with breast cancer) 
 Prostate cancer counterpart advocates 
 All cancer survivors; cancer survivors who are legislators (especially from the other party) 
 Healthcare Appropriation Committee members  
 Other legislators within states 
 Health Committee Chairs 

 
Legislative Allies 

 State Medical Association 
 Public Health Commissioners 
 Medical associations 
 Public Health Society 
 Survivors Network especially breast and cervical cancer survivors 
 American Cancer Society  
 Pharmaceutical companies 
 Doctors, especially primary care doctors 
 Susan G. Komen Foundation 
 Famous people in your state with cancer 
 CEOs of communication based organizations 
 Faith-based organizations 
 Health departments 
 Cancer coalitions 
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Legislation: Opponents 
 Financial conservatives’ legislation or constituency 
 Religious organizations (anti-research or medical technology) 
 Some doctors 
 Insurance companies 

 
Legislation: Obstacles 

 Lack of funding 
 Access 
 Rural states (geographic) 
 Lack of education and understanding for need 
 Legislative time (three different committees needed for approval before action) 
 Lack of available advocates 
 Healthcare providers reimbursements will be cut 
 Lack of leadership on issue 

 
Legislation: Overcoming Opponents and Obstacles 

 Personal stories 
 Third-party financial groups for health statistics 
 Cost saving plans 
 Educate, Educate, Educate 
 Federal healthcare reform 
 Women in leadership roles as sponsors 
 Men as sponsors 
 Bring all players to the table to discuss the issues 

 
Legislation: Funding 

 Research funding 
 CDC money 
 State lottery ticket with breast cancer ribbon 
 Private corporations 
 Insurance companies 

 
Non-Legislative Ideas: Goal of Project 

 Breast Cancer awareness event at the Capitol 
 Creating a cancer caucus 
 Colon cancer information memo to all legislators 
 Other memos and information on other types of cancer and screening treatments 
 CDC speakers and more information 
 Improve health and access to care 
 Public awareness PSAs 
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 Non-Legislative: Others willing to Help 
 Cancer coalitions 
 Cancer survivors 
 Local governments 
 College health fairs 

 
Non-Legislative: Obstacles 

 Funding 
 Fear 
 Apathy 

 
Non-Legislative: Opponents 

 Specialist (Medical possible) 
 Departments of Agency that do not want to share information 
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Appendix A: Agenda 
 

Agenda 

Breast Cancer Policy Workshop 
The State Legislative Role 
 
November 4-5, 2009 
The Madison Hotel 
Washington, DC 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wednesday, November 4, 2009 
 
Luncheon:  John Adams Room 
12:00 pm – 1:00 pm Welcome Lunch 
 
 12:05 pm – 12:10 pm Welcoming Remarks 
 
    Mary Brooks Beatty 
    President, Women In Government 
 
 12:10 pm – 12:30 pm Keynote Address 
 
    Alexine Clement Jackson 
    Breast Cancer Survivor 
    Susan G. Komen for the Cure Board Member 
   ____________________________________________________________ 
 
General Sessions: Carlton Club 
1:00 pm – 1:45 pm An Overview – Breast Cancer in 2009 
   Facilitated by: Representative Mary Sue McClurkin 
     Chair, Women In Government Board of Directors 
     Alabama State Legislature  
    

Worta McCaskill-Stevens, MD, MS 
Program Director, Minority-Based Community Clinical Oncology Program  
National Cancer Institute  
National Institutes of Health 
 
The National Cancer Institute (NCI) estimates that in 2009 there will be over 
194,000 new cases of breast cancer diagnosed.  This segment will give an overview of 
breast cancer including epidemiology, prevention and participation in NCI breast 
cancer clinical trials. 
 
Q & A – 10 minutes 

   ____________________________________________________________ 
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General Sessions: Carlton Club 
1:45 pm – 2:15 pm Treatment and Diagnosis of Breast Cancer:  Advances and Innovation 

Facilitated by: Senator Karen Morgan 
     Immediate Past Chair, Women In Government Board of Directors 
     Utah State Legislature  

 
Jo Anne Zujewski, MD 
Head, Breast Cancer Therapeutics 
National Cancer Institute 
 
Genetic history and other risk factors can often affect the prognosis for breast 
cancer patients.  Learn how these factors along with advanced screening tools and 
innovation in treatments can improve the quality of life and prognosis for patients.  
  
 
Q & A – 10 minutes 

   ____________________________________________________________ 
 
2:15 pm – 2:30 pm Break 
   ____________________________________________________________ 
 
2:30 pm – 3:30 pm Addressing Disparate Populations: Breast Cancer in Minorities 

Facilitated by: Representative Kathy Hawken 
     Treasurer, Women In Government Board of Directors 
     North Dakota State Legislature  
    

Anne Marie Murphy, PhD 
   Director, Chicago Breast Cancer Quality Consortium  
    

Former State Senator Diana Bajoie 
Director of Community Relations, Louisiana State University Health Sciences Center 
New Orleans 
 
Breast cancer mortality as compared to incidence disproportionately affects minority 
groups.  This session will address policies that to address minority populations in 
screening, treatment, and survivorship for breast cancer.   
 
Q & A – 10 minutes 

   ____________________________________________________________ 
 
3:30 pm -3:35 pm Closing Remarks and Adjourn 
 
   Mary Brooks Beatty 
   President, Women In Government 
 
 
 
 

 12



Reception & Dinner: Montpelier Room 
6:30 pm – 7:00 pm Reception 
   ____________________________________________________________ 
 
7:00 pm – 8:30 pm  Dinner 

____________________________________________________________ 
 
Thursday, November 5, 2009 
 
Breakfast:  Alexander Hamilton Room 
8:30 am – 9:30 am Breakfast 

____________________________________________________________ 
 
General Sessions: Montpelier Room 
9:30 am – 9:55 am State Legislation: Screening and Diagnosis   

Facilitated by: Representative Kimberley Rosen 
  Secretary, Women In Government Board of Directors 
  Maine State Legislature   

 
   Representative Mary Sue McClurkin 
   Chair, Women In Government Board of Directors 
   Alabama State Legislature 
 

Representative McClurkin will discuss legislation she passed in Alabama regarding 
Medicaid eligibility for women screened and diagnosed with breast or cervical cancer. 
 
Q & A – 10 minutes 

   ____________________________________________________________ 
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General Sessions: Montpelier Room 
9:55 am – 10:55 am Access to Screening: State Legislation through Coalition Building  

Facilitated by: Representative Jo Ann Pottorff 
     Member, Women In Government Board of Directors 
     Kansas State Legislature  
 

Representative Peggy Welch  
Indiana State Legislature 
 
Patricia Ells 
Former American Cancer Society Advocate   
   
Peggy Welch and Patricia Ells worked together as a state representative and 
American Cancer Society Advocate, respectively, during the 2009 legislative session 
to successfully eliminate insurance barriers for clinical trials, bring parity for oral 
chemotherapy with intravenous chemotherapy, and increase eligibility for the Breast 
and Cervical Cancer Program.  Representative Welch and Ms. Ells will share details 
about these bills and how they guided them through the process. 
 
Q & A – 10 minutes 

   ____________________________________________________________ 
 
10:55 am – 11:10 am Break 
   ____________________________________________________________ 
 
11:10 am – 11:30 am State Legislation: Clinical Trials   

Facilitated by: Representative Mary Sue McClurkin 
     Chair, Women In Government Board of Directors 
     Alabama State Legislature  
 
   Senator Bettye Davis 
   Member, Women In Government Board of Directors  

Chair, Senate Health & Social Services Committee 
   Alaska State Legislature 
 

Senator Davis will discuss legislation she introduced to ensure continued insurance 
coverage for cancer patients who choose to participate in clinical trials. 
 
Q & A – 10 minutes 

   ____________________________________________________________ 
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General Sessions: Montpelier Room 
11:30 am – 12:00 pm Ensuring Quality of Care: Patient Navigation Programs 

Facilitated by: Senator Karen Morgan 
     Immediate Past Chair, Women In Government Board of Directors 
     Utah State Legislature  
 
   Senator Judy Eason McIntyre  
   Oklahoma State Legislature 
 

Cancer patients face confusion and difficulty in their battle against the disease.  Learn 
how state legislation regarding patient navigation programs can improve the quality 
of care for all healthcare consumers.  

    
Q & A – 10 minutes 
____________________________________________________________ 

 
Luncheon:  Alexander Hamilton Room 
12:00 pm – 1:00 pm Networking Lunch 

__________________________________________________________ 
 
1:00 pm – 2:00 pm Strategic Action Planning Session  
   ____________________________________________________________ 
 
2:00 pm – 2:30 pm Report on Strategic Action Plans 
   ____________________________________________________________ 
 
2:30 pm – 2:35 pm Closing Remarks and Adjourn 
 
   Mary Brooks Beatty 
   President, Women In Government 
   ____________________________________________________________ 
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Appendix B Participant List  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
  
* Denotes Speaker Representative Rida Cabanilla (D) 

Hawaii State Legislature  
415 South Beretania Street, Suite 442 LEGISLATORS 
Honolulu, HI 96813  
Tel. 808.586.6080 Fax 808.586.6081 Representative Terri Austin (D) 
repcabanilla@capitol.hawaii.gov Indiana State Legislature 
 1030 West Riverview Drive 

Anderson, IN 46011 Chair, Housing Committee 
Member, Consumer Protection & Commerce Committee Tel. 317.234.9047 
Member, Energy & Environmental Protection Committee taustin@iga.state.in.us Member, Water Land & Ocean Resources Committee 

  
Chair, Roads and Transportation Committee Senator Bettye Davis (D)* Member, Public Policy Committee 

Member at Large Member, Rules and Legislative ProceduresCommittee 
Women In Government Board of Directors  
Alaska State Legislature Senator Meg Burton-Cahill (D) 
716 West Fourth Avenue, Suite 400 Arizona State Legislature 
Anchorage, AK 99501 1700 West Washington Street, Room 313 
Tel. 907.269.0144 Fax 907.269.0148 Phoenix, AZ 85007 
Senator_Bettye_Davis@legis.state.ak.us Tel. 602.926.5896   
 megburtoncahill@yahoo.com 
Chair, Health and Social Services Committee  
Member, Education Committee Member, Government Institutions Committee 
Member, Labor and Commerce Committee Member, Judiciary Committee 
Member, Transportation Committee Member, Veterans and Military Affairs Committee 
  
Representative Dee Dawkins-Haigler (D)  
Georgia State Legislature  
6050 Kingston Wood Way  
Lithonia, GA 30038  
Tel. 404.626.0287    
dawkhaig7@aol.com  
  
Member, Banks and Banking Committee  Member, Human Relations and Aging Committee 

 Member, Industrial Relations Committee 
 

Participant List 
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Senator Katie Dorsett (D) 
Vice Chair 
Women In Government Board of Directors 
North Carolina State Legislature 
1000 North English Street 
Greensboro, NC 27405 
Tel. 919.715.3042  
katied@ncleg.net 
 
Co-Chair, Appropriations on General Government and Information 
Technology Committee 
Co-Chair, Select Committee on Energy, Science, and Technology 
Vice Chair, State and Local Government Committee 
Vice Chair, Higher Education Committee 
Vice Chair, Healthcare Committee 
 
Representative Laura Hall (D) 
Alabama State Legislature 
5024 Lyngail Drive NW, Box 3367 
Huntsville, AL 35810 
Tel. 256.539.5441 Fax 256.539.5444 
laura.hall2@att.net 
 
Member, Government Appropriations Committee 
Member, Judiciary Committee 
Member, Madison County Legislation Committee 
 
Representative Kathy Hawken (R) 
Treasurer  
Women in Government 
North Dakota State Legislature 
503 Southwood Drive 
Fargo, ND 58103 
Tel. 701.293.5483 Fax 701.293.8178 
hawkenk@aol.com 
 
Member, Appropriations - Education and Environment Division 
Committee 
Member, Budget Section Interim Committee 
Member, Higher Education Interim Committee 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Representative Joni Jenkins (R) 
Kentucky State Legislature 
2010 O’Brien Court 
Louisville, KY 40216 
Tel. 502.213.2588   
jonijenkins@aol.com 
Vice Chair, Labor and Industry Committee 
Member, Health and Welfare Committee 
Member, Economic Development Committee 
Member, Licensing and Occupations Committee 
 
Representative Mary Sue McClurkin (R)* 
Chair 
Women in Government Board of Directors 
Alabama State Legislature 
60 Indian Forest Trail 
Indian Springs, AL 35124 
Tel. 205.991.6213 Fax 205.991.7676 
mcclur@bellsouth.net 
 
Member, Government Finance and Appropriations Committee 
Member, Health Committee 
 
Senator Judy Eason McIntyre (D)* 
Oklahoma State Legislature 
2300 North Lincoln Boulevard  
Oklahoma City, OK 73105 
Tel. 405.521.5598 Fax 405.521.5697 
easonmcintyre@oksenate.gov 
 
Member, Education Committee 
Member, Rules Committee 
Member, Tourism and Wildlife Committee 
Member, Transportation Committee 
 
Senator Karen Morgan (D) 
Immediate Past Chair 
Women In Government Board of Directors 
Utah State Legislature 
8378 Austrian Way 
Salt Lake City, UT 84121 
Tel. 801.943.0067 Fax 801.943.9614 
kmorgan@utahsenate.org 
 
Member, Public Education Committee  
Member, Workforce Services and Community and Economic 
Development Committee 
Member, Senate Education Committee 
Member, Natural Resources, Agriculture and Environment 
Committee 
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Representative Jo Ann Pottorff (R) 
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Kansas State Legislature 
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Member, Transportation and Public Safety Budget Committee 
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Utah State Legislature 
7037 Horizon Circle 
Salt Lake City, UT 84121 
Tel. 801.942.5390 Fax 801.278.8481 
mariepoulson@utah.gov 
 
Member, House Education Committee 
Member, House Political Subdivisions Committee 
Member, Public Education Appropriations Committee 
 
Representative Yolly Roberson (D) 
Florida State Legislature 
633 Northeast 167 Street, Suite 600 
North Miami Beach, FL 33162 
Tel. 305.650.0022   
yolly.roberson@myfloridahouse.gov 
 
Member, Economic Development Policy Committee 
Member, Health Care Appropriations Committee 
Member, Health Care Regulation Committee 
 
Representative Kimberley Rosen (R) 
Secretary 
Women In Government Board of Directors 
Maine State Legislature 
72 Main Street 
Bucksport, ME 04416 
Tel. 207.469.3779 Fax 207.469.2330 
kurlykim40@aol.com 
 
Member, Ethics Committee 
Member, Transportation Committee 
 
 
 

Representative Renee Schulte (R) 
Iowa State Legislature 
1734 Chestnut Lane NE 
Cedar Rapids, IA 52402 
Tel. 319.431.6150   
renee.schulte@legis.state.ia.us 
 
Member, Human Resources Committee 
Member, Judiciary Committee 
Member, State Government Committee 
 
Representative Sara Stevens (D) 
Maine State Legislature 
252 Nowell Road 
Bangor, ME 04401 
Tel. 207.942.8900 
ssteve32@yahoo.com 
 

Member, Judiciary Committee 
Member, Ethics Committee 
 
Representative Peggy Welch (D)* 
Indiana State Legislature 
2802 Saint Remy Circle 
Bloomington, IN 47401 
Tel. 812.323.7978 
pwelch@bloomington.in.us 
 
Vice Chair, Public Health Committee 
Vice Chair, Ways and Means Committee 
Member, Family, Children, and Humane Affairs Committee 
 
PARTICIPANTS 
 
Former Representative Denise Barnard 
Vermont State Legislature 
PO Box 341 
Jonesville, VT 05466 
Tel. 802.434.4248 
dbbcuts@aol.com 
 
Rebecca Birch  
Public Policy Specialist 
Susan G. Komen for the Cure Advocacy Alliance 
901 E Street NW, Suite 410 
Washington, DC 20004 
Tel. 512.276.7581 
rbirch@komenadvocacy.org 
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Tel. 301.496.8541 Fax 301.496.8667 
wm57h@nih.gov 
 
Anne Marie Murphy, PhD 
Director, Chicago Breast Cancer Quality 
Consortium  
1645 West Jackson Boulevard, Suite 450 
Chicago, IL 60612 
Tel. 312.942.0309   
anne_m_murphy@rush.edu 
 
Jo Anne Zujewski, MD 
Head, Breast Cancer Therapeutics 
National Cancer Institute 
4525 North Chelsea Lane 
Bethesda, MD 20814 
Tel. 301.435.9207 
zujewski@nih.gov 
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Theresa Jolivette 
Associate Director, State Government Affairs 
AstraZeneca Pharmaceuticals 
133 West Market Street, #289 
Indianapolis, IN 46204 
Tel. 317.687.9725  
Theresa.jolivette@astrazeneca.com 
 
Francesca Plendl 
Associate Director, Governmental Affairs 
AstraZeneca 
4398 Cool View Drive 
Tallahassee, FL 32303 
Tel. 850.728.2762 
Francesca.plendl@astrazeneca.com 
 
WOMEN IN GOVERNMENT 
 
Mary Brooks Beatty *  
President 
Women In Government 
1319 F Street NW, Suite 710 
Washington, DC 20004 
Tel. 202.333.0825 x230 Fax 202.333.0875 
mbeatty@womeningovernment.org 
 
Heather Boyd 
Policy Associate 
Women In Government 
1319 F Street NW, Suite 710 
Washington, DC 20004 
Tel. 202.333.0825 x217 Fax 202.333.0875  
hboyd@womeningovernment.org 
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Women In Government 
1319 F Street NW, Suite 710 
Washington, DC 20004 
Tel. 202.333.0825 x240 Fax 202.333.0875  
abrady@womeningovernment.org 
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Development Assistant 
Women In Government 
1319 F Street NW, Suite 710 
Washington, DC 20004 
Tel. 202.333.0825 x246 Fax 202.333.0875  
chbrown@womeningovernment.org 
 
Aleli Gapero 
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Women In Government 
1319 F Street NW, Suite 710 
Washington, DC 20004 
Tel. 202.333.0825 x214 Fax 202.333.0875  
agapero@womeningovernment.org 
 
Sarah Gonzales 
Senior Program Associate 
Women In Government 
1319 F Street NW, Suite 710 
Washington, DC 20004 
Tel. 202.333.0825 x241 Fax 202.333.0875  
sgonzales@womeningovernment.org 
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Undergraduate Policy Intern 
Women In Government 
1319 F Street NW, Suite 710 
Washington, DC 20004 
Tel. 202.333.0825 x211 Fax 202.333.0875  
bkehew@womeningovernment.org 
 
Martha Bourtsos Orzechowski, MBA 
Associate Director of Development 
Women In Government 
1319 F Street NW, Suite 710 
Washington, DC 20004 
Tel. 202.333.0825 x210 Fax 202.333.0875  
mbourtsos@womeningovernment.org 
 
Marie Simeone, MS 
Director of Operations 
Women In Government 
1319 F Street NW, Suite 710 
Washington, DC 20004 
Tel. 202.333.0825 x215 Fax 202.333.0875  
msimeone@womeningovernment.org 
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Patrice Snow 
Graduate Policy Fellow 
Heart Disease Prevention 
Women In Government 
1319 F Street NW, Suite 710 
Washington, DC 20004 
Tel. 202.333.0825 x243 Fax 202.333.0875  
psnow@womeningovernment.org 
 
Ben Timmins 
Graduate Policy Fellow 
Higher Education Policy 
Women In Government 
1319 F Street NW, Suite 710 
Washington, DC 20004 
Tel. 202.333.0825 x245 Fax 202.333.0875  
btimmins@womeningovernment.org 
 
Erika Zois 
Undergraduate Policy Intern 
Women In Government 
1319 F Street NW, Suite 710 
Washington, DC 20004 
Tel. 202.333.0825 x209 Fax 202.333.0875  
ezois@womeningovernment.org 
 
Luis Hamill 
Audio/Visual Technician 
Redtongue 
2204 North Walnut Avenue 
Tucson, AZ 85712 
Tel. 520.248.9269  
events@usa.com 
 
Ira Hirsh 
Audio/Visual Technician 
Redtongue 
2204 North Walnut Avenue 
Tucson, AZ 85712 
Tel. 520.248.9269  
events@usa.com 
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D. VanEvery & Associates 
209 New Edition Court 
Cary, North Carolina 27511 
Tel. 919.388.7000 Fax 919.388.7081 
ashley@dvanevery.com 
 
Debra VanEvery, CMP 
President 
D. VanEvery & Associates 
209 New Edition Court 
Cary, North Carolina 27511 
Tel. 919.388.7000 Fax 919.388.7081 
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