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AWBC Vision

Our vision is to be the leading 
advocate for igniting the 
entrepreneurial spirit of 
female entrepreneurs by 
supporting and sustaining the 
national network of 146 
Women's Business Centers







Women’s Business Centers provided technical assistance to 88,000 entrepreneurs in 2021

○ 70% Women

○ 56% Minorities

○ 3,300 new businesses launched

○ $396 million in capital accessed by WBC clients
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Access to capital remains the 
largest barrier to women 

entrepreneurs.

• Capital and financial literacy are the lifeblood of any 
business, and women entrepreneurs are often forced to 
operate with a disproportionate amount of financial 
resources compared to male entrepreneurs. 

• Despite the recent historic shift of more women turning to 
entrepreneurship, capital flow and capital access remain 
the most significant barriers facing women-owned small 
businesses.
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The pandemic and subsequent rollout of COVID relief dollars illuminated 
pre-existing systemic barriers that women face when accessing capital.
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Host Organizations

• WBENC Regional Partner Organizations

• Lenders

• Economic Development Organizations 

• Community Development Organizations 

• Other Local and National Organizations





WBC Program Offerings

Entrepreneurial Training Programs 

• Start Up and Growth Stage 
Programming

• Entrepreneurial Leadership
• Accounting 
• Becoming Bankable
• Marketing for Growth
• Social Media Management
• Human Resources 
• Public Relations
• Operations and Processes
• Disaster Preparedness
• Disaster Management and Recovery

One-on-One Counseling 

• Business Plan Development 
• Finance and Accounting Support 
• Marketing and Business Development 
• Operational Streamlining 
• Human Resources Management 
• Certification Assistance
• Access to Funding Opportunities 
• Government Contracting Support
• Emergency Funding Support

Connections to Resources 

• Lenders
• WBENC Regional Partner 

Organizations
• Economic Development 

Organizations
• Chambers of Commerce
• Professional Services
• Local, State, and Federal 

Government Agencies
• Procurements Organizations
• Other Small Business Resource 

Providers








