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Domestic Violence: The Risk of Leaving

Å1 in 4 women have experienced severe physical violence from an intimate partner

ÅDomestic violence survivors often make many attempts to leave the situation

ḬOn average, it takes a survivor 7 times to leave 

ÅMost dangerous time in a domestic violence situation is when a victim tries to leave

Ḭ70% of domestic homicides occur during or after separation

ÅAccess to safe transportation is critical for domestic violence survivors to receive access to the services they 

need



ÅAs vehicles become more connected, bad actors may seek to abuse that technology

ÅWidespread attention was brought to this issue from a 2020 DV case in California, underscoring the concern 

that connected vehicle technology can be exploited for stalking or coervice control

Domestic Violence via Vehicle Tracking

Case Study: 

Å California woman alleged that her abusive husband violated a restraining 

order by using vehicle features to track and harass her

Å¢ƘŜ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜΩǎ ŀǇǇ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ƘƛƳ ǘƻƳƻƴƛǘƻǊ ƛǘǎ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴǎ

ÅBecause the vehicle was sold and registered in his name, there was little 

ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŘƻƴŜ  ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƻ ƳŀƴǳŦŀŎǘǳǊŜǊ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ 



Benefits of Vehicle Data Collection

ÅLower ownership costs

ÅImproved safety

ÅBetter fuel efficiency

ÅEnhanced customer user experience

ÅPredictive maintenance

ÅImproved roadway safety

ÅReduced traffic congestion

CONSUMER BENEFITS SOCIETAL BENEFITS



Automaker Privacy Principles

ÅThe auto industry entered into a set of privacy principle, enforceable by the FTC

ÅThese principles are superseded by a diverse and inconsistent patchwork of state and federal privacy laws
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How Industry Can Help

Access to a vehicle is a critical tool for survivors to 

ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴŎŜ 



Model State Legislation

ÅModel legislation would require manufacturers to establish a process that allows survivors to disconnect 

remote vehicle access

ÅThis ability must be prominently placed in vehicle manuals and on the OEM website

ÅSurvivors can have remote access to vehicles suspended by OEMs within 2 days

Case Study: Louisiana and Maine

ÅStates have passed this model legislation to better 

support domestic violence survivors 



Why Action is Needed Now

Federal Progress Stalled

ÅBipartisan legislation has been stalled in Congress: �^�^���(�����s���Z�]���o�������������•�•���(�}�Œ���^�µ�Œ�À�]�À�}�Œ�•�������š�_

ÅWould ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ǎǳǊǾƛǾƻǊǎ ōȅ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ŀ ŎƭŜŀǊ ƭŜƎŀƭ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǊŜƳƻǾŜ ŀƴ ŀōǳǎŜǊΩǎ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘŜŘ-car 

tracking and remote-control features

States Moving in Different Directions

ÅNew legislation in NY and CA would require manufacturers to create an indicator for drivers that someone is 

remotely access their vehicle data 

ÅThis legislation is problematic in several ways (inconsistent design mandates, nonexistent tech) and does 

nothing to protect DV survivors now


